
A place to both begin and belong at Grace Church 
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Session One



Welcome! 

I am so glad you are part of NEXT! 

In the next four sessions, we will cover some essentials we believe will help you 
feel more at home and connected at Grace Church. In fact, we believe it is 
important for your relationship with Jesus to be vitally connected in a local 
church like Grace Church and connected to others who are following Christ. 

There are four different sessions in NEXT, and it is best to finish all four of the 
sessions in succession; otherwise you might get an incomplete picture of why 
Grace Church exists, what we do, how you can feel at home here, and how you 
can reach the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Let me say as we begin, you matter. God loves you. He wants a personal 
relationship with You, through Jesus Christ, in which you recognize His voice in 
every situation. So we want you to experience all that He has for you. No matter 
where you are in your relationship with Jesus, there is more for you....and we 
want to help you determine your NEXT step. 

Our goal for Next Steps is that you would meet new people. Make new friends. 
Engage in the life of our church. But more than anything, fall more in love with 
Jesus every day you live, learn to live on mission with Him, and let Him change 
the world through you. 

Blessings, 

Ryan Nissley 
Lead Pastor 
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His Story - Live on Mission 

At Grace Church, we have this radical belief that life is simply better when we 
live it ____________________ with Jesus Christ. 

We are convinced that living a life that is fully devoted to Jesus is the most 
purposeful, most dynamic, most ____________________and honestly, the most fun 
way to live. 

For some who walk in our doors, this may be a completely new idea for them. 
For others, they may have “tried church” before and didn’t like it. 

Some may come just because a friend or family member or maybe even a 
perfect stranger invited them. And some have had a great journey with Christ 
and are simply looking for a new church home. 

____________________ is welcome here, because everyone ____________________ to God. 

Our goal is to give everyone many opportunities to discover what living life on 
mission with Jesus is really like. 

The purpose of NEXT is to help you understand ____________________ we do 
____________________ we do at Grace Church...and how you can engage on your own 
journey with Jesus Christ. 

So let’s start with our WHY...WHY does Grace Church exist? 
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Our Mission 

Grace Church exists to lead people into an _____________________, life-changing 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  

That’s it. Simply put, we believe it is the best way to _____________________. Nothing 
can match living out an authentic, life changing relationship with Jesus Christ, 
and we exist to help people do that. 

We start with people right where they are. No one here is ____________________ , 
and no one coming in is expected to be perfect. We just believe that learning 
each day how to live a life surrendered to Jesus is the most ____________________ 
thing we can do. 

We won’t force people to live this way. We will just point them toward 
Jesus...and help them take their ____________________ in their relationship with 
Him. 

We won’t judge anyone for questions or fears or attitudes or lifestyles they have 
when they start—we will just keep pointing them to Jesus. 

Our Commitment 

We won’t compromise on the ____________________ we believe — and our goal will 
be to share truth in _____________________. 

We believe Jesus came to give life—and we are committed to leading people in 
a way that will empower them to experience more and more of the 
____________________ Jesus came to give them. 
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We are passionate about this because we have experienced this ourselves—and 
when you experience something this _____________________, you just want to share 
it with people—with anyone! 

It is His ____________________ for people that compels us to share about the life that 
Jesus provided for everyone who wants it. 

Our mission as a church can be summarized by just one 
word: ______________________! 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth. Acts 1:8 (NIV) 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 

Our mission is to ____________________ others who have not heard and to teach 
others who have not been taught. We are to become disciple-makers! It is time 
to _____________________! 

Our Vision 

G _______________________ - Worship is a Lifestyle 
At Grace Church, we believe that God created us to have relationship with Him. 
We want to worship him daily and walk with him. Worship is our lives 
connected to God. 

R ____________________ - Hurting, and Broken 
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At Grace Church, we believe in “loving our neighbor as ourself.” In fact, reaching 
people is the call and responsibility of every Christian. This includes community 
outreaches, giving and going to help make a difference in our city and world. 

A ____________________ - Loving the World Around Us 

At Grace Church, we believe that everyone needs the love of God. Acts of Love 
is an everyday lifestyle of showing God’s love to people around us. We choose 
to be intentional about loving people just they way they are, no strings attached. 

C ____________________ - Building Relationships & Family 

At Grace Church, we believe that you were not meant to live life alone. 
People have a natural desire to experience life in community. No one likes 
loneliness. That's why we offer Connect Groups. Connect groups are small 
groups of people that will gather in homes, coffee shops, and other locations 
around Downriver/Metro Detroit. In these groups, you will have an 
opportunity to build community, develop authentic relationships, learn from 
God's Word, and pray together! 

E ____________________ - Where nothing is Impossible 

At Grace Church, we believe in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is our desire that 
people will encounter and feel God’s presence at each of our services. Once a 
month, we offer a Holy Spirit encounter weekend that includes worship, prayer, 
and times with God. 

Our Values 

Our church operates on ____________________ values that reflect the essence of who 
we are as a church. We find it easiest to express by telling you what our heart is 
focused on: 
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 Our heart is after the ____________________ of God—We value the
Presence of God. God can do more in a person’s life when they encounter His
Presence than we can do through all of our strategic planning. We will
prepare; we will pray; we will worship with all of our heart. We will do
everything we can to enhance the opportunity for each person to encounter
the Presence of God in every gathering we have. We will not be happy if we
just go through the motions of being in church. (James 4:8,10; John 4:23, Acts
3:19; Hebrews 10:19-22)

 Our heart is ____________________ —God has ever expanding resources. They
are NEVER depleted. God multiplies all that we give Him. That is why our
coffee and refreshments are FREE! We never lose when we generously give.
Whenever we give God our best, He gives us a new best. Being generous is
not a money problem; it is always a heart problem. We will be generous
hearted people. (Proverbs 11:24-25; 2 Corinthians 9:6-12)

 Our heart is ____________________ —We have a vision for the world. We will
send people to reach unreached people groups because we are committed
to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). We pray for nations and
people who have not heard the Gospel to come to salvation. We give
generously to get the Gospel to every part of the world. (Acts 1:8;
Romans10:13-151 Chronicles 16:24; Psalms 2:8)

 Our heart is for the ____________________ generation—We will risk
everything for the Next Generation. It is expensive to minister to the Next
Generation—and it is worth every dollar. When Pastor Ryan and Shayna
started Grace Church, they asked themselves what they would risk their
lives for. The answer was people who do not know Jesus and investing into
the next generation. (Psalms 78:5-7; Proverbs 22:6; Mark 9:42; Matthew
19:14)
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Those four values will be fueled and supported by the following three 
Values: 

 Our heart is for ____________________ —Unity is our secret sauce. We want
unity on our staff and we want unity in our church, and we want unity with
other churches who are preaching the Gospel.
Unity is critical. We don’t gossip; we speak life; we don’t tear down; we build
up. (Acts 4:32; Psalm 133; Ephesians 4:3)

 Our heart is to ____________________ —We want to inspire and encourage
people. The world has hurt and pain, but we are glass half-full people, and
the glass comes with free refills! Pain in this life will happen, but we will
answer that pain with hope. We truly believe that in Jesus Christ, the best is
yet to come! (Psalm 23:5; Romans 15:13; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Romans
5:1-5)

 Our heart is to be ____________________ —We are real people doing real life
together. Authenticity is hard to define, but we all know it when we see it.
None of us is perfect. We are honest about our failures. Yet, we are
committed to learning from our failures and moving forward from them.
We share our failures so that we can all move forward, to show that there
is a way out. We are going to tell the truth. (1 John 1:6-10; Proverbs 28:13;
James 5:16)

These values will build the Kingdom of God and the people who call 
Grace Church home. 
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Our Leadership 

Grace church is led by our Lead Pastor Ryan Nissley. The finances of Grace 
Church are overseen by our executive Dan Sims and the Assemblies of God 
Michigan District. 

Grace Church has a Dream Team made up of volunteers who help serve people 
at each of our services. We also have a Board of Directors from the Michigan 
District of the Assemblies of God who provide spiritual oversight and 
accountability to Pastor Ryan, and the Grace leadership team. 

Our Relationships 

Grace Church is part of the Assemblies of God movement. This means we have 
____________________ covering through district and national leaders. 
We are also a member of the Church Multiplication Network, which means each 
month, a small portion of our churches tithes and offerings go to planting 
churches around the US. 

To learn more about the Assemblies of God, you can visit ag.org 

To learn more about the Church Multiplication Network, visit 
churchmultiplication.net 
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