
A place to both begin and belong at Grace Church

Session Three
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Church is not just something we do on Sundays

Review a few key thoughts:

·In Session 1, we talked about mission: leading people into an authentic, 
life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ.

·In Session 2, we talked about fundamental beliefs that define Christianity.
If we waver from those beliefs, we leave Christianity. We also talked about
some beliefs that we hold and practice as a church.

PURPOSE:

You are not here by accident. God had _____________ for you from the 
foundation of time. The key question we all face is whether we will follow 
His plans and purposes, or if we will follow our own.

How do you live out your life? Are you living on purpose, with intentionality? 
Are you living the life God designed for you?

If yes, we want to encourage you to keep reaching for all that God has for 
you. If no, we want to help you discover and engage with God’s purpose for 
you.

We want to help you live life on _____________ with Jesus Christ, whether 
that mission is at your job, at home, or in full-time ministry. Living life based 
on Christ’s design for you is the best way to live. By prioritizing your 
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relationship with Jesus over the pursuit of other things, you will find yourself 
fulfilling God’s will for your life and therefore, living the most
_________________ life of all.

Our Strategy

Here is our strategy for how we “do church.” It may change in the future as 
God continues to direct us, but today, this is the strategy (the what and 
how) of our church.
                                       
1. Be _____________  

2. Be _____________

3. Be _____________  

4. Be a ____________ 

BE DEVOTED //

We want each person to Be Devoted to ___________ . Not devoted to 
Grace Church, but to Jesus Christ, and we want you to hear from Him 
_____________.

We believe God wants a living, vital relationship with you; one that will 
inform every part of your life. We want each person to learn how to listen to 
God—to truly hear Him speak—and live life based on what He speaks. 
That is what we mean by _________________ .
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To hear God speak we need to make room for Him in our lives every day—
not just Sundays. To help each of us do that, we encourage a daily time of 
Bible reading and prayer. We as a church have embraced the devotional 
process called  ________________.

SOAP is an acronym for Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer.

Scripture: Each day we recommend two chapters of the Bible for you to 
read. The chapters can be found on our church app, at the link 
mydailysoap.org or with a bookmark you can pick up at the Welcome 
Center.

Observation: As you read the Bible, listen for what God is saying to you. 
The Bible is alive, it is active, it is powerful (Hebrews 4:12, James 1:21). 
God will speak to you as you read. He will show you something. He may 
reveal something about Himself or about you. You may see something you 
have never seen before. You may have a question. Write these things 
down in a journal.

Application: Now write out what your observations mean for your life—it 
could be for today, or the future. You may need to deal with something from 
your past. You may feel strengthened or encouraged by what you read. It 
may change your perspective on a situation you face. You will be surprised 
what application you see as you simply write it down.

Prayer: After reading the Scripture and writing down your observation, 
write out a prayer. Prayer is simply talking with God. It may be a prayer you 
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need to pray on a regular basis or a simple request for the immediate 
situations you face in life.

The more personal you make your journal, the more effective it becomes. 
We encourage you to write in the first person (e.g. “I need to receive the 
love of God so that I can love others” rather than “we need to love each 
other.”). Give God time each day to work in your life.

BE INSPIRED //

Gathering ____________  with others on Sundays and at special events at 
church is where you will Be Inspired.

We believe God is life-giving. He wants to inspire us and bless us and 
encourage us. He wants us to live a faith-filled life that causes us to 
advance. That is why we design our Sunday services and the few special 
events that we do to be inspiring and life-giving. Making attendance at 
church, and attendance at key events is how we encourage you to Be 
Inspired.

We want you to ____________ attending church on Sundays. It will help 
you stay focused on what God has for you.

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another —and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)
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There are many things around us that can steal our attention and devotion. 
When we come together for church services, each of us are ____________ 
and encouraged to stay on mission with Jesus. Your presence matters in 
church on Sunday mornings and at special events.

You need to be there for your own good, but there is also someone there 
who ______________ you. The presence of God is powerful when we 
worship corporately. You need that environment...and we need you to help 
us create that environment.

BE CONNECTED //

You and I were created for ______________.

We live in a society that celebrates individualism—but it is not how God 
created us. God Himself is relational. We are created in His image and 
likeness.

You need to be connected in a meaningful community of people. 
Community doesn’t happen sitting in the rows at church on Sunday 
morning. You can easily slip in and out without having a meaningful 
connection with another person. We do not want that for you. It is not 
healthy for you.

We want everyone in our church connected in a _____________________
(our volunteer serving opportunities) or a _______________________   
(our small group opportunities).
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Getting connected on a Dream Team or in a Connect Group is the best way 
to feel at home when you come to Grace Church. Both Dream Teams and 
Connect groups offer opportunities for you to make great friends and find 
the support you need in life’s difficult moments.

DISCOVERING YOUR GIFTS

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their 
responsibility is to equip God’s people to do His work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ.”              EPHESIANS 4:11–12 NLT

1. ___________________

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him 
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; 
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is 
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully.”                                 ROMANS 12:6–8

2. __________________
“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, 
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life
—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you 
is the best thing you can do for Him.”             ROMANS 12:1 MSG
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3. __________________

“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful 
Father and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so 
that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 
them the same comfort God has given us.”   2 CORINTHIANS 1:3–4 NLT

DESIGN REVEALS DESTINY

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in 
my mother’s womb. Thank You for making me so wonderfully complex! 
Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it.  

PSALM 139:13–14 NLT

1. _______________ my gifts.

2. _______________ my gifts.

3. _______________ my gifts.

My purpose is to _____________ by __________________.

Notes: 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

�8


	You are not here by accident God had: 
	We want to help you live life on: 
	Textfield-2: 
	Be: 
	Be-0: 
	Be-1: 
	Bea: 
	We want each person to Be Devoted to: 
	Textfield-3: 
	That is what we mean by: 
	process called: 
	Gathering: 
	We want you to: 
	When we come together for church services each of: 
	who: 
	You and I were created for: 
	We want everyone in our church connected in a: 
	our volunteer serving opportunities or a: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	1-0: 
	2-0: 
	3-0: 
	My purpose is to: 
	by: 
	Textfield-4: 
	Textfield-5: 
	Textfield-6: 


